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Minutes of the Wake Forest Woman’s Club General Meeting 
 

Held Thursday, April 3, 2014 
 

Members Present: 30 
 
Guests: Bonnie Mwanda, Elaine Incorvaia 
 
Call to Order: President Gorland McBride called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. She welcomed 
all members and guests and thanked the Education CSP for hosting the meeting and the 
refreshments, providing the beautiful spring decorations and flowers, and especially for the 
variety of summer hats being worn by the members in attendance. 
 
Invocation: Was given by Chaplain Susan Smith. She reflected on the life-long process of 
decision making, asking the question, “How do you make decisions? In the process of deciding 
what we will or won’t do, we can sometimes become overwhelmed by the many options that 
confront us, and either make hasty or quick decisions or become frozen and unable to move 
toward any decision. If we pause and ask God to guide us forward, we will gain peace. We 
should ask Him to help us lead a purposeful life and trust His Divine Wisdom. It is worth the 
struggle. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: The invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. Flag 
and Salute to the Flag of North Carolina. 
 
Program: Hilda Parlér, Chairman of the Education CSP introduced Bonnie Mwanda, a Heritage 
High School Mathematics teacher, and founder of the High School’s Ladies of Distinction club. 
Begun in 2012, the club’s purpose is to help young women shape their lives through life 
experiences and exposures that emphasize scholarship, leadership, service and sisterhood. Each 
of the 32 girls currently participating is assigned a teacher-mentor, who assists with tutoring 
and advising on how to improve grades. They have weekly grade checks, and in the first 
semester of this school year, 70% of club participants are receiving passing grades in all 
subjects. The club also takes students on college tours; exposes them to monthly workshops; 
provides weekend retreats; and involves them in community service projects.  
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They are looking for additional mentors in the hope of expanding the club to 40 members, and 
plan a networking event at the Heritage Golf Club restaurant on Wednesday, April 23 at 3:30 
p.m. Our club members are invited to attend this event. 
 
Mwanda received gift donations of a potted plant and school supplies from chairman Parlér for 
her use and for members of the club.  
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the general meeting held on Tuesday, March 18 at the Wake 
Forest Historical Museum were presented by Recording Secretary Salina Gary. They were 
approved as amended. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kathy Norris reported that our March balance after expenses is 
$8,082.85. It was also noted that The Wake Forest Historical Museum has received a $50K 
anonymous donation which will be used to refurbish the inside of the museum. 
 
Corresponding Secretary: Judy Davison reported acknowledgement of our donations to the 
following organizations have been received: 
 Back Pack Buddies - $500 
 Church Net - $900 
 Ryan Epps Home in Haiti - $300 
 Meals on Wheels - $300 
Officers Reports: President McBride passed out ballot slips for members to record their vote for 
Club Woman of the Year. The secret ballot is in accordance with our Bylaws. The recipient will 
be acknowledged at our May Annual Year-end Banquet. 
 
First VP Marilyn Bonnett reminded CSP chairmen that their reports are now due for activities 
between January 1 and the present. She reminded the chairmen that their hosting of the 
general meeting should also be reported as a CSP activity. 
 
Members received a Service Selection Form to choose their CSP and Standing Committee 
assignments for the next club year. The form should be completed and returned by May 1, and 
is also posted on our club website at www.wake-forest-womans-club.com.  
 
CSP Reporting: 
Arts: Marilyn Bonnett reported that the Heritage Middle School Choir is having a concert on 
Tuesday, April 8 at the Middle School. It is expected to last about 45 minutes. All are invited to 
attend. 
 
The Fidelity Bank Display Case which is being decorated by the CSP will continue through 
August 2014, at which time the new CSP members will begin that responsibility. 
 
Conservation: Chairman Sandi Schwarz reported that the town’s Arbor Day festival hosted 
about 350 families – 1000 people. Our club provided and passed out water to the attendees. 
The CSP is still collecting old eye glasses and cartridge ink toner for recycling,. 

http://www.wake-forest-womans-club.com/
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Education: Chairman Hilda Parlér introduced her CSP members: Jo Lanni, Gorland McBride, Sue 
Meehan, Angela Mills, Sandra Pearman, Mary Petretich, and Karen Pettyjohn and thanked them 
for their support of the CSP and the hosting of the general meeting. She also recognized the 
club’s volunteer Reading Tutors who support Wake Forest Elementary and Forest Pines Drive 
Elementary: Dawn Nakash, Marilyn Bonnett, Quinn Berardinelli, Sue Meehan, Joy Taffar, Salina 
Gary, Betty Franklin and Phyllis Bullock, who is a friend of the Woman’s Club. 
 
She also reported that our 2014 Scholarship winner, Madison Pontrelli has turned down a full 4-
year scholarship to Eastern Carolina University (ECU). We are waiting to hear from her 
regarding her choice, which should be known shortly. 
 
Home Life: Sharon Rasmussen reported for Chairman Katy Green. She said the wash cloth 
bunnies were finished and delivered. The local Library is still needing volunteers who are willing 
to spend one hour a week dusting and straightening books on shelves. 
 
In May, June and July, the CSP is providing snack bags for students who will participate in “Story 
Time” at the Library. They will host 2 groups of students twice a month. 
 
Public Issues: Chairman Judy Davison reported that she, Debby LaPierre and Dora Pearce, 
purchased barbecue accessories for the WF Police Department, to be delivered tomorrow. They 
also plan to pack goodie baskets for the 4 WF Fire Department locations and 1 EMS location. 
 
A donation from the CSP to the Dream League was issued and received. Please look for a 
schedule of the games to be published in either the Mid-Month ’Minder or the next issue of 
“News and Views.” 
 
Standing Committees: 
Membership: Chairman Carolyn Furr announced that the club has received applications from 
two women seeking membership: Tawana Nowlin, a friend of club member Sue Meehan, and 
Elaine Incorvaia, who has relocated here from New Brunswick, N.J., where she was member of 
a local GFWC woman’s club. 
 
Birthday Recognition: President McBride noted that three members were celebrating April 
birthdays: Sharon Rasmussen, Marilyn Bonnett and Carolyn Furr. A rendition of “Happy 
Birthday” was sung by the membership in their honor. 
 
Audit Committee Report: Carolyn Furr, committee chairman, recognized her committee 
members, Angela Mills and Sandra Pearman. She reported that they found everything was 
recorded in good order with appropriate documentation, and no irregularities were found. 
 
GFWC Federation Day: Member Debby LaPierre reported a sign-up sheet is available for 
members who wish to participate in a Dutch treat luncheon on April 24, in recognition of 
GFWC’s 124th anniversary. A location for the luncheon will be announced to the participants 
after we determine how many are planning to attend. 
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A second GFWC sign has been posted alongside several other community organization signage, 
in front of the Mellow Mushroom Restaurant on S. Main Street. When you drive by, please take 
a look. There is another GFWC sign in front of the McDonald’s Restaurant on Highway 98. 
 
Other Business: 
Volunteers are needed for the “Meet in the Street” event, to be held on Saturday, May 3. The 
event is held in downtown WF and is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Carolyn Furr is coordinating 
sign-ups, which are especially needed for the hours of 12 noon to 3 p.m. 
 
WF Charity Car Show: Club members Marilyn Bonnett and Dawn Nakash are on the planning 
committee for the event. This year is expected to be bigger than last year, and the committee is 
hoping for more volunteers and sponsorships. The more volunteers and sponsors we recruit, 
the bigger our receipt of profit $ will be. More information will be provided at our next general 
meeting. 
 
Bowl-a-Thon: President McBride reported that last year’s chairman, Anne Triebert has agreed 
to chair the Bowl-a-thon for a second year. The date will be August 3, 2014. An August date is 
preferable over a Sept. date, to avoid interference with the Parade of Homes event (late 
Sept./early Oct.); and will capture some of the college-aged students before their return to 
school.  
 
Mad Hatter’s Tea: Sponsored by the WF Garden Club is set for Saturday, May 10 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the WF Historical Museum. Tickets are $15. 
 
Club Annual Banquet on May 1: Banquet Chairman Wendy O’Neal reminded members to 
please respond by no later than April 18, so that confirmation of the number of meals can be 
provided to the Caterer. The cost is $20. 
 
Adjournment: No further business being presented, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 
OFFICER OF THE BOARD: Salina M. Gary, Recording Secretary 
  
 

 
 


