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Minutes of the Wake Forest Woman’s Club General Meeting and Year-End Annual Banquet 

Held Thursday, May 1, 2014 

Members Present: 37 

Guests: Madison Pontrelli, 2014 Scholarship Winner; Lance and Samantha Pontrelli, Madison’s Parents  
 
Call to Order: President Gorland McBride called the meeting to order at 6:45 p.m. She welcomed all 
members and guests in attendance and thanked the Banquet Committee; Wendy O’Neal, Vicki Braddy, 
Martha Loftin and Myra Parker, for their hard work in planning and details to make this a special event. 
She reminded all members that even though we are celebrating our year-end, we still have a long 
summer ahead with lots of work to be done. 
 
Invocation: A prayer of fellowship and reflection on the work that has been accomplished, and 
acknowledgement of the Blessings God has bestowed on our Club, was given by Chaplain Susan Smith. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: The Invocation was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States, and a Salute to the Flag of North Carolina. 
 
Dinner:  Was shared by all, as provided by Stephens Catering of Wake Forest. 
 
Continuing Education Scholarship Winner Introduction: Education CSP Chairman Hilda Parlér 
introduced Madison Pontrelli, our 2014 Scholarship Winner, and her parents, Lance and Samantha, who 
were also in attendance. Madison thanked our club members for their support and the recognition 
received.  She was presented with the basket of gift items supplied by our members for her use as she 
attends UNC at Chapel Hill in the fall. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Minutes of the general meeting held on Thursday, April 3, were presented by 
Recording Secretary Salina Gary. The minutes were approved with corrections as presented by the 
Secretary. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: A year-end Treasurer’s Report was presented by Kathy Norris. Our April balance 
after expenses is $6,570.89. It was noted that a check has not yet been sent out to cover the cost of our 
Continuing Education Scholarship Award ($2,000). A copy of the report will be provided for Audit. 
 
CSP Service Selections: First VP-Elect Salina Gary thanked members who have completed their CSP 
Service Selection form and selection for Standing Committee assignment. She asked that those 
members who have not as yet reported their choices do so as soon as possible, so that the information 
can be recorded and disseminated to all. 
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Resolutions & Revisions Report: Susan Smith presented the Resolutions & Revisions Committee Report 
which offers proposals for resolving difficulties stated at last month’s meeting related to multiple club 
calendars in our Policies and Procedures: 
Item 1 
      At the top of Yearbook page D-2 is a list of “three calendars under which the club operates:” a 
budget calendar, an activities/administrative calendar, and a reporting calendar. 
     After discussion, we concluded that the members of this club need to keep in mind only one calendar 
as they go about their work – the one in the Bylaws that tells us “the new club year shall begin in 
September.” 
     The other two aren’t really “calendars” as much as they are functions of club administration: the 
budget calendar is a function of the finance committee, the second VP and the treasurer, and the 
reporting calendar is a function of the first VP. 
     Therefore, we recommend changing the material at the top of Yearbook page D-2 to resolve this 
issue, while also considering when officers are installed and when they begin their work. The 
replacement paragraph we propose is: 
     “The club year begins with the September meeting. Officers, however, are installed at the previous 
May banquet and participate in an Information Exchange in June. Newly installed officers will work with 
their predecessors through June, July and August to prepare for the new club year.” 
 
Item 2 
     To bring another policy in line, we also propose making a change on page D-3, No. 7 under Meetings. 
This is about the Information Exchange, which is held in June. We propose removing the words in the 
second sentence, “chairmen, etc.” 
     We believe the Information Exchange is intended as an administrative function for officers to 
transition their work. Part of the work of the first VP during the summer is to form CSPs and name 
chairmen. Because the CSPs continue their programs through the summer, it is reasonable to give the 
first VP this time to form the new CSPs, which will not begin their work until the new club year launches 
in September. 
     However, just as the administration gets a transition time, the CSPs will transition sometime in 
August, with the old CSPs wrapping up and the new CSPs meeting for the first time. Longtime members 
tell us that this is the way the club used to function, and this change will return us to that method of 
operation. 
 
Item 3 
     The final change needed to bring policies in line with the calendar change is on page D-5, under CSPs, 
chairman. We propose that material in No. 1 that identifies a “club activity calendar” be removed. The 
new No. 1 will read, “Oversees the organization of respective CSP activities throughout the club year.” 
Note: THE PROPOSED CHANGES STATED IN ITEMS 1, 2, AND 3 WERE APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE 
OF THE MEMBERSHIP. 
 
 
Item 4 
The Resolutions and Revisions Committee has reviewed the Policies and Procedures and offers 
proposals for resolving difficulties experienced during the past few elections by clarifying duties of the 
Nominating Standing Committee: 
        The process of nominating and electing our officers each year is spelled out on pages D-8 and D-9 of 
the Yearbook. Each year’s Nominations Committee is referred to this list as they go about their duties. 
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However, we believe a couple of clarifications may help this committee – which is made up of different 
members every year – to do its work more easily. 

1) We propose that duty No. 5, which begins, “The nominating committee will then gather all 
nominations,” would be clearer if we replace the word “gather” with the word “solicit,” which 
would encourage the committee to actively seek nominations from members. With your 
approval the new statement will read, “The nominating committee will then solicit all 
nominations from members in good standing and publish a list of nominees in the March 
newsletter.” 

2) In duty No. 6, we propose adding a step that is a part of every election process but that is not   
currently detailed here: that of taking nominations from the floor and what change would then   
be required to conduct the vote. 

              We propose changing No. 6 to read: “The nominees for Executive Officers will be presented at   
the March meeting and additional nominations from the floor will be taken. In the event that 
more than one member is nominated for the same office, that election will be voted upon  
separately from the slate of officers who stand alone for election.” 

3) Because the remainder of No. 6, about publishing the election, is a separate action, we propose 
making it No. 7, “The voting results will be published in the April newsletter.” And renumbering 
the last item, about officer installation, to become No. 8. 

Note: THIS PROPOSAL WAS TABLED. 
 

Item 5 
The Resolutions and Revisions Committee has reviewed the Policies and Procedures and offers 
proposals we think will clarify our duties as the Resolutions and Revisions Committee: 
 
     This group is the standing committee that is charged with bringing proposed changes to the Bylaws 
and/or the Policies and Procedures before the appropriate voting body. 
     On page D-8 of the Yearbook, you’ll see the duties of this committee. 
     As currently written, these duties omit the general membership and Board of Directors from the 
approval process. To correct this, we propose the following modifications to duties 5 and 6. 
     
     Where 5 reads, “Proposed Policies and Procedures changes will be evaluated and presented to the 
Executive Committee for approval,” revise it to say: “Proposed Policies and Procedures changes will be 
evaluated and presented to the club membership at any regularly scheduled general meeting for 
approval.” 
          Where 6 reads, “In the event of urgency, a 2/3 vote by the Executive Committee may effect 
changes to the Policies and Procedures,” we propose changing “urgency” to “emergency” and defining 
that condition. We also suggest including the Board of Directors in the process. 
     No. 6 would then read: In the event of emergency, an urgent matter that cannot wait until the next 
scheduled general membership meeting, proposed changes will be evaluated and presented to the 
Executive Committee or the Board of Directors for approval by a 2/3 vote of either body. 
Note: THE PROPOSED CHANGES STATED IN ITEM 5 WERE APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE OF THE 
MEMBERSHIP. 
 
Charity Car Show: First VP Marilyn Bonnett provided updated information regarding the Charity Car 
Show set for Saturday, June 14. The Woman’s Club is being asked to assist again with Registration. 
Things should run more smoothly this year, as volunteers will be assigned to specific areas, and this will 
cut down covering long distances.  An orientation meeting for volunteers is being set up at Town Hall for 
either May 29 or June 5, at 6:30 p.m.  The firm date will be confirmed and communicated by Marilyn. If 
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you haven’t signed up for one of the three shifts available please contact Marilyn Bonnett at 
bonnettm@hotmail.com. The more volunteers we enlist, the more money we can make for our 
charitable giving. Friends and family are also welcome to participate. 
 
Charity Bowl-a-thon: Chairman Anne Triebert confirmed that she is working on getting her planning 
committee up and running to coordinate the August 3 event, scheduled for the Brooks Street Bowl. The 
first planning meeting is set for May 13th at 7 p.m. at the bowling alley. She will be sending out 
information emails starting in early June.  Everyone’s help is needed. 
 
Birthday Recognition: President McBride read the names of all members who will celebrate a Birthday 
during the months of May thru August. Two corrections were noted: Lu Chassin, whose birthday is May 
23, and Angela Mills, whose birthday is August 2, were not included in the listing contained in the May 
issue of News and Views. Salina Gary apologized for the oversight. 
 
Initiation of New Club Members: President Gorland McBride led the initiation ceremony for new club 
members Mary Petretich, Sue Meehan, Tawana Nowlin and Elaine Incorvaia. 
 
Presentation of Club Awards: First VP Marilyn Bonnett led the presentation of club awards as follows: 
Lydia Lowie Award – Kathy Norris 
Helen Saintsing Johnson Award – Miriam Blinne 
Thelma Wright Award – Sue Meehan 
Ursula Wilkinson Award – Sharon Rasmussen 
Alline Johnson Wiggins Award – Jo Lanni 
Minnie Newton Award – Katy Green 
Pauline Hildebrand Award – Jennifer Nyland 
 
Clubwoman of the Year Award: As announced by President Gorland McBride, is Education CSP 
Chairman Hilda Parlér.  
 
President’s Award: First VP Marilyn Bonnett announced that both the Crystal Bowl for the Clubwoman 
of the Year Award and the President’s Award, which is a Silver Tray, will be presented formally at the 
September general meeting. 
 
Installation of Officers for 2014-2015: This year’s scholarship winner, Madison Pontrelli, conducted the 
presentation and installation of new officers as follows: 
Parliamentarian – Gorland McBride 
Chaplain – Susan Smith 
Treasurer – Martha Loftin 
Recording Secretary – Hilda Parlér 
Corresponding Secty – Sue Meehan 
Second Vice President – Kathy Norris 
First Vice President – Salina Gary 
President – Marilyn Bonnett 
 
Adjournment: No further business being presented, the meeting was adjourned 8:50 p.m. 
 
OFFICER OF THE BOARD: Salina M. Gary, Recording Secretary 
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