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Wake Forest Woman’s Club 

News and Views 

  Jo Lanni, Editor 
May 2020                                   jolanni1010@gmail.com 

Early members of the General 

Federation of Woman’s Clubs 

 

Notice of Meeting 

Notice of Meeting Cancellation 
Thursday, May 7, 2020 Club End of Year 

Banquet/Meeting is canceled. 
 

September is the new May! 
Although we will miss not having the May Year-

End Banquet - fear not. It has been rescheduled for 

Thursday, September 3, at 6:15 p.m. in the Community 

House during our first General Meeting of the 2020-

2021 club year. 

The Banquet Committee has a delicious menu 

planned for our sit-down dinner catered by The Forks 

restaurant and we will be having the Silver Awards 

ceremony, installation of the Executive Committee, as 

well as the announcement of the Club Woman of the 

Year. 

This club gathering is a celebration of 

accomplishment and gratitude, and a positive way to 

start our new year in the fall. Look for updates over the 

summer and information on when to send in your $18 

payment for the catered meal. 
Submitted by Becky Barber and Lisa Martin. 
 

CLUB NEWS 
Federation Day 2020 

In 19th-century America, women were expected to be 

mothers and homemakers – nothing more. In 1868 when 

Jane Cunningham Croly, a journalist, attempted to attend 

a dinner at an all-male press club honoring British 

novelist Charles Dickens, Croly was denied admittance 

because she was a 

woman. Described by 

her brother as a 

“volcanic force,” Jane 

announced that she 

and her colleagues 

“will form a club of 

our own. We will 

give a banquet to 

ourselves, make all 

the speeches 

ourselves, and not invite a single man.” 

Jane named her club Sorosis and the first meeting 

was held in the famed Delmonico’s Restaurant in New  

 

President’s Message 
Tracy Mahl, 2020-2021 club 
president 
Wake Forest Woman’s Club 

P.O. Box 1614, Wake Forest, NC 27588 

 
 
Dear Club Members, 

 

This is our current reality – quarantined in our homes 

and waiting for Covid-19 to be done with the world. One 

thing is certain – our club is still strong! Our purpose still 

rings true and we know there will be many more people 

in our town who will need our support, and we will be 

ready when that time comes.  

Currently there are things we can do from home: 

crochet blankets and caps for Ewe to You; create 

comforting cards for Meals on Wheels; donate shelf 

stable food to Tri-area Ministry; and continue to send 

cards to your Murdoch pen-pal. Let’s all continue to think 

of creative ways to support Wake Forest and if you have 

ideas, let me know and we will get the word out to the 

club. 

Communication is extra important now. Keep an eye 

out for eblasts. You will be receiving them soon for both 

selecting your CSP and committees for next year, as well 

as voting for Club Woman of the Year. This month’s 

newsletter will provide what you need to know about the 

status of the events and projects we normally do this time 

of year.  

One more thing – stay connected to each other! Call, 

send emails, follow friends on Facebook, text or even 

send someone snail-mail! We will be together again soon 

and building up Wake Forest as we always have. 
 

 

 

Tracy 

Raising Services to New Heights!  

 

 

mailto:jolanni1010@gmail.com
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Parts for the Foam Star Launcher 

craft are ready and waiting. 

  

Juniorette seniors MacKenzie, Erin, Olivia, and Ayo 

posed with WFHS Faculty Advisor Helen Owens. 

York City. The occasion marked not only the first 

gathering of a professional women’s club within the 

United States, it was the first major public gathering of 

women unescorted by men in a restaurant. 

In celebration of the 21st anniversary of the founding 

of Sorosis, in 1889 Jane invited women’s clubs 

throughout the United States to attend a convention in 

New York City. On April 24, 1890, 63 clubs officially 

formed the General Federation of Women’s Clubs. Jane 

wanted to form the GFWC to support clubs throughout 

the nation and to further their efforts at providing 

education, improved working conditions, health care, 

scholarships, and other reforms. 

GFWC clubwoman and author of the “Battle Hymn 

of the Republic,” Julia Ward Howe said, “Just like our 

fore-sisters in 1890, we continue to find strength in 

federation. GFWC unites us all to one common mission 

of improving the lives of others through volunteer 

service.” 

Every year on April 24 we remember and honor Jane 

Cunningham Croly for her courage and determination. 

3,000 clubs and over 100,000 members carry on the 

work Jane envisioned for the GFWC. Federation Day 

gives us the opportunity to reflect on where we have 

been as an organization and look forward to what we 

will accomplish in the future, improving the lives of our 

communities, one project at a time. 
Submitted by Kathy Norris. 
 

Save the Date for July 4 Art in the Park 

Tracy Mahl and Marilyn Bonnett, this year’s co-

chairmen for Art in the Park, are recruiting volunteers 

for this fun-for-all project, with the understanding that 

events with large groups of people might or might not be 

permitted in July. 

Art in the Park 

for children is a 

long-standing July 

4 tradition of 

community 

service for the 

Wake Forest 

Woman’s Club. If 

permitted, the 

doors of the 

Community House 

will open at 11 a.m.  

The children will put frosting and sprinkles on 

cupcakes to eat, visit the patriotic photo booth with 

their families, and have fun at the tables for 

coloring, washable tattoos, and handmade crafts. 

Club members who are doing the planning will 

organize the crafts and activities, pending favorable 

notice from the Town of Wake Forest. All members 

are asked to be open to any upcoming requests to 

supply plain cupcakes and tubs of frosting. Be ready 

to help on July 4, setting up at 9 a.m., helping the 

children at a crafts table, and cleaning up at 1 p.m.  

Art in the Park 2020 Planning Committee: Amy 

Brown; Charlotte Palko; Elaine Incorvaia; Linda 

Johnson; Marilyn Bonnett bonnettm@hotmail.com; 

Quinn Berardinelli; Salina Gary; Sue Meehan; 

Susan Goodman; Tammy Baldwin; and Tracy Mahl 

tmahlwfwc@gmail.com. Submitted by Marilyn Bonnett. 
 

WFHS Juniorette News 
Juniorette MacKenzie is staying in touch 
with the club’s members. 

MacKenzie Anderson, Juniorette Vice President of 

Communications, will create a newsletter for Wake 

Forest High School Juniorette Club members that will 

focus on this year’s 13 seniors. She has sent a survey to 

the seniors to collect information that will include their 

comments about their Juniorette experiences and their 

future plans.  

Question: “What has been your favorite part of being 

a Juniorette?”  

Replies from seniors Madeline, Jessalyn, Olivia, and 

MacKenzie herself:  

- spending time with other young women who positively 

impact the community 

- being able to meet such a wide range of unique and 

caring peers who were able to ally as friends 

- interacting and meeting the members 

- helping with service projects while making new friends 

Question: “What are you excited for in the future?” 

Replies from the four: 

- serve the country in the U.S. Army Reserve while 

getting a degree to become a neurosurgeon 

- major in Animal Science at NCSU with plans to 

become a veterinarian 

- live abroad one day and be able to spend time doing 

what truly matters 

- major in Child Development at Meredith College to 

become an elementary school teacher 

 
  

 

 

 

WFWC Juniorette Co-advisors, Marilyn Bonnett, 

Sue Meehan, Amy Brown, and Nancy Ruffin (with 

mailto:bonnettm@hotmail.com
mailto:tmahlwfwc@gmail.com
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Juniorettes Madeline and 

Katelyn decorated paper bags 

for donations of toiletries. 

assistance from Tracy Mahl, Lisa Martin, and Michelle 

Raineri), feel privileged for the opportunity to have met 

and supported the Juniorette seniors and the other 

members in this year’s group of 35 outstanding 

Juniorette women. We are so proud of every one of 

them. Submitted by Marilyn Bonnett. 
 

State awards for the WFHS Juniorette 
Club  

Based on membership recruitment and community-

service projects for the 2019 reporting year, the Wake 

Forest High School Juniorettes have received 

recognitions from GFWC-NC for increasing their 

membership from 20 to 35 members ($20 award), for 

submitting dues and reports on time, and for Best 

Overall Work for Home Life and International Outreach 

CSP projects. Here are more details about the CSP 

awards: 

Merit Award for Juniorette Best Overall Work in 

Home Life CSP  

• Assembled wrapped 

candy treats inside 

decorated bags for Meals 

on Wheels clients  

• Crafted 60 courage cards 

for hospitalized children 

• Filled hand decorated 

paper bags with collections 

of toiletries for the 

Women's Center of Wake 

County 

Monetary Award: $50 

check from GFWC-NC payable to the Wake Forest High 

School Juniorettes (for the two CSP Merit Awards).  

Merit Award for Juniorette Best Overall Work in 

International Outreach CSP  

• Learned about the educational needs of girls in rural 

Africa and carried out a Culver’s Share Night fundraiser 

for School Safe Zones in Kenya  

• Conducted a Soles4Souls shoes campaign at school, 

using collection boxes decorated during a monthly 

meeting 

Marilyn Bonnett has been named GFWC-NC 

Juniorette Advisor of the Year. Marilyn credits many 

WFWC members who have supported the Juniorettes in 

various ways, beginning in 2013. All who have helped to 

encourage Juniorette membership, who have supported 

their fundraisers, who have served as co-advisors, or 

who have been special guests at Juniorette meetings, 

have contributed to the success of the Juniorettes 

through the years as the Juniorette members have 

learned and practiced leadership skills and carried out 

community-service projects.  

This year the WFWC Juniorette co-advisors and 

Juniorette advocates have been Amy Brown, Sue 

Meehan, Nancy Ruffin, Tracy Mahl, Lisa Martin, and 

Michelle Raineri. Submitted by Marilyn Bonnett. 
 

Community Service Programs 

Arts CSP 
Art in the Park – July 4 

Members of the Arts CSP want to 

encourage as many volunteers as possible 

to sign up to help with this fun day with the 

children. This event requires a volunteer crew of at least 

25 people, and Sue Meehan and other CSP members will 

be there in force that day to make sure everything goes 

smoothly. See you there! Submitted by Sue Meehan. 
 

Conservation CSP  
The CSP thanks club members for 

their support of the past year’s projects. 

The CSP mailed 31 bra fasteners to the 

NC Waterfowl Rescue for their 

rehabilitation efforts. 

Despite so many events being canceled this spring, 

take time to celebrate Earth Day, which was April 22, 

and enjoy your gardens and the budded and blooming 

trees. 

At a time of social distancing, tree 

hugging is still okay!  
Also, enjoy the variety of webcams and 

live streams available to view online. Here are 

a few suggestions: explore.org; EarthCam.com; 

naeaglecam.org. Be well. Submitted by Elaine Incorvaia. 
 

Home Life CSP 
Shortly after the stay-at-home order to 

slow the spread of COVID-19 began in 

mid-March, Home Life members made 

their final funding decisions via email. 

During the abbreviated 2019-2020 club year, Home 

Life has supported: 

• Wake Forest Police Thanksgiving Turkey Drive 

– $50 

• American Heart Association – $100 

• Food Bank of Central and Eastern North 

Carolina (from which Tri-Area Ministry Food 

Pantry buys food) – $100 

• Meals on Wheels – $50 

• Backpack Buddies – $50 

• Safe Space shelter for women’s hygiene 

products – $50 

Our members look forward to returning to their 

active projects, including delivering Meals on Wheels 

and working at the Safe Space Thrift Shop. 
Submitted by Sharon Rasmussen. 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/JO/Desktop/A2019-2020%20WFWC%20CLUB%20YEAR%20NEWSLETTERS/explore.org
file:///C:/Users/JO/Desktop/A2019-2020%20WFWC%20CLUB%20YEAR%20NEWSLETTERS/EarthCam.com
file:///C:/Users/JO/Desktop/A2019-2020%20WFWC%20CLUB%20YEAR%20NEWSLETTERS/naeaglecam.org
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International Outreach CSP 
Soles4Souls 

Thank you to all who donated 

shoes for Soles4Souls. This club year 

we collected 175 pairs of shoes which 

will be distributed to poverty and 

disaster-stricken areas in the United States and 

throughout the world. Your contributions are greatly 

appreciated. 
 

Lubuto Library Partners Lunch and Learn 
Although we were disappointed to have to cancel the 

Lunch and Learn, Liz Arnold has provided us with some 

wonderful online resources where you can learn more 

about Lubuto Library Partners.  
Background information about the history, annual 

reports and a video narrated 

by Julian Bond can be found 

here: 

https://www.lubuto.org/who-we-are. 

Data, stories and a slide show can be found here: 

https://www.lubuto.org/impact. 

Lubuto YouTube Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFgLvZXtFQ4&list

=PLUKXeBkI63vsyPCkIpgmy3t-

7zH0qZLYR&index=10 

Jane Meyers (founder of Lubuto Library Partners) 

UNESCO International Day of Education Presentation 

can be found here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SEInwMRLgU. 
Submitted by Amy Brown and Maggie Andersen. 

 

Public Issues CSP 
Like so many plans that were made 

prior to the coronavirus pandemic, 

Public Issues CSP has needed to make 

agenda changes while continuing to 

serve the community. Recently news was 

received that the Annual Purple Heart Dinner was to be 

canceled. Each year, many dedicated club members have 

volunteered to make this a memorable event for more 

than 600 attendees. 

As a way to say thank you and show our 

appreciation to area Purple Heart recipients, a banner is 

being designed. Karen Pettyjohn is working with a local 

business to create a durable banner which would have 

been displayed in time for National Purple Heart Day, 

August 7. Details are in progress as to the location and 

time for public display and will be announced at a future 

date. 

Also, again this year, Public Issues is pleased to 

make a donation to Moms Demand Action. This 

organization focuses on public awareness for gun safety 

in communities. They remind us that it is our 

responsibility to be smart about responsible gun storage 

in our homes. 

Lastly, in keeping with the town spirit of supporting 

local restaurants and Public Safety workers, Public 

Issues will be purchasing gift cards from an area 

restaurant to be donated to the Wake Forest Fire 

Department. Submitted by Nancy Ruffin, Co-chairman. 
 

Parliamentary Procedures 
According to Robert’s Rules of Order, Parliamentary 

procedure is the body of rules, ethics and customs 

governing meetings and other operations of clubs, 

organizations, legislative bodies and other deliberative 

assemblies. Test your knowledge of the club’s 

procedures by answering a question each month. 

May’s question is: The last general club/banquet 

meeting of the club year was held. What happens next? 

1. Projects in progress continue. 

2. Club awards are presented. 

3. New members are initiated. 

4. New officers are installed. 
 

For the April and May quizzes, the first member to 

email Hilda Parlér with the correct answers will be 

mailed the commemorative ballpoint pen with the club 

logo. She can be reached at hilda.parlerwfwc.com.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Club Calendar 
May 

     2019-2020 WFWC Annual Banquet, which is traditionally 

     held in May, has been rescheduled for the September 3  

     General Meeting.6:15 p.m., Wake Forest Community House; 

     Hosts: Banquet Committee, Lisa Martin and Becky Barber, 

     co-chairmen. *Install 2020-2021 club officers. *Present  

     WFWC silver awards and other Club awards. 

15        Publicity/Press Book/Yearbook Committee meeting, Salina  

            Gary, convening chairman: has been canceled. 

June 
TBA    Conservation CSP members volunteer with activities for 

              National Trails Day, CSP Chairman Elaine Incorvaia. Event  

              is rescheduled for November 7. 

TBA     Information Exchange meeting for WFWC outgoing and  

            incoming officers and CSP chairmen 

TBA    Wake Forest Charity Car Show: fundraiser; Maggie Andersen, 

              Chairman 

July 
TBA    Town of Wake Forest Fire Works & WFWC Membership Table;  

              Chairman Diane Hawkins 

TBA    Art in the Park, cupcakes and crafts for kids, Wake Forest  

            Community House, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Co-chairmen Marilyn 

              Bonnett and Tracy Mahl 

August 
TBA    2020-2021 CSP chairmen meet with their members, set goals  

            and projects for next club year. 

N/A      Wake Forest Purple Heart Foundation Annual Banquet –  

             Richland Creek Community Church; Public Issues CSP Co- 

             Chairmen Karen Pettyjohn and Nancy Ruffin – was canceled by 

             the Purple Heart Foundation. 

https://www.lubuto.org/who-we-are
https://www.lubuto.org/impact
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFgLvZXtFQ4&list=PLUKXeBkI63vsyPCkIpgmy3t-7zH0qZLYR&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFgLvZXtFQ4&list=PLUKXeBkI63vsyPCkIpgmy3t-7zH0qZLYR&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFgLvZXtFQ4&list=PLUKXeBkI63vsyPCkIpgmy3t-7zH0qZLYR&index=10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SEInwMRLgU
file:///C:/Users/JO/Desktop/A2019-2020%20WFWC%20CLUB%20YEAR%20NEWSLETTERS/hilda.parlerwfwc.com

