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MINUTES OF THE WAKE FOREST WOMAN’S CLUB GENERAL MEETING 

HELD THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2022 

Call to Order and Welcome       President Tracy Mahl  

The virtual meeting was called to order by President Tracy Mahl at 7:02 PM. Wearing her “2022 

Happy New Year Glasses,” she welcomed those in attendance and again thanked the Banquet 

Committee (Susan Goodman, Diane Hawkins, Meghan Shriver, and Frances Sandoval), for their 

efforts in putting on a good time for all at the December Christmas Party and gift exchange.  

She then thanked the members of the Environment CSP for hosting this evening’s program. 

Chairman Maggie Andersen then introduced the committee members, Terese Barretto, Martha 

Loftin, Karen Pettyjohn, Sharon Rasmussen, Nancy Ruffin, Susan Smith, and Meghan Shriver. 

Also recognized was Veronica Rodriguez, a guest of member Jo Lanni, who she met on 

Facebook. Veronica also met Tracy at the Historical Museum in December’s Wonderful Wake 

Forest Christmas event. She and her husband moved here 3 months ago from New Jersey.  

Roll Call (Members) Membership     Co-Chairman LaRoyce Stringer  

There was a total of 36 members signed in on the Zoom call, meeting the quorum requirement 

of 1/3 of the general membership.  

Invocation & Pledge to the US and NC Flags     Chaplain Maggie Andersen 

Maggie read the book “What Pets Teach Us: Life’s Lessons Learned from our Best Friends,” and 

gave us a prayer of thankfulness for our pets. “Thank you for our pets, they bring us laughs, 

loyalty and love.”  

Program      Environment CSP Chairman Maggie Andersen  

Maggie introduced our guest speaker, Melissa Kasper, who has been a volunteer at Saving 

Grace Animal Shelter for 8 years. She was introduced to the shelter when her family lost their 

dog. It is located on a farm owned by Molly Golston. It is a working farm, and Molly lives on site. 

She is capable of handling 200 dogs and proudly proclaims that “dogs are her saving grace.” The 

organization is a non-profit 501(C)-3, handled mostly by volunteers. They have found forever 

homes for over 4200 dogs since 2004, and usually care for 170-200 dogs on site. They take in 

dogs from rural shelters that don’t have facilities to care for them. North Carolina has a high 

euthanasia rate for sheltered dogs, with Robeson County having the highest rate.  

In 2020 Saving Grace opened a supply company to increase its capacity to save more animals. 

All the profits from the company go back to the shelter. They also have an onsite clinic where 

they spay and neuter the animals and perform other small surgeries. They are assisted by the 

NC State Veterinary School. The goal is to find foster and/or adoptive homes for all the dogs in  
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their care. They welcome donations of pet supplies, toys, blankets, and bedding in addition to 

monetary donations. Please like and share their site on social media. They also rescue 

neglected farm animals, including pigs, sheep, and goats.  

Maggie thanked Melissa for her presentation and reminded our club members to join her and 

her CSP team on Monday, January 10, for a visit to Saving Grace to see the farm in action and 

bring them donations from our club. 

Review of Minutes        President Tracy Mahl  

The draft meeting minutes from the December 2, 2021, general meeting and Christmas Party 

was reviewed and corrections noted as follows:  

 Page 1, Roll Call heading, change “Chairman” to Membership Co-chairman  

 Page 2, Civic Engagement and Outreach, line 6, add “Memorial” in front of wreaths; 
 insert “donated and” before the word purchased  

 Page 2, Environment, line 7, last sentence, change “Maggie or Sharon” to Elaine 
 Incorvaia, Health and Wellness Chairman 

 The minutes were approved with the amendments identified and included.  

CSP Reports  

Education & Libraries chairman, Glenda Grant, announced that her committee is planning to 
assist Hillside Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Center with an Auction in February. Their Books 
for Laundromats project is continuing, and they are waiting to hear regarding their grant 
application for the purchase of STEM books. 

Civic Engagement co-chairman, Paula Johnson, was pleased with the turnout and support 
received for the Wreaths Across America event at Oakwood Cemetery on December 18, 2021. 
They had 13 club members, and 3 husbands and a friend attend the wreath laying and 9 
memorial wreaths were donated and purchased. Paula announced that they would not be 
accepting bras at the Saturday January 8, donation drop off. She also noted that on Saturday, 
February 26, 2022, her CSP will meet at the Crenshaw Hall Clubhouse to work on a project to 
support the Designed for Joy non-profit, that assists at risk women.  

Health and Wellness chairman, Elaine Incorvaia, said that she and her committee assisted 
Dress for Success in conducting an inventory after their recent sales event. She noted it was a 
productive and rewarding experience. 

Environment CSP Chairman, Maggie Andersen, thanked Amy Brown, Elaine Incorvaia and Janet 
Lowe for signing up for Habitat for Humanity’s MLK Home Preservation Event to be held on 
Monday, January 17, 2022. She then apologized that the registration has already been filled.  
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Also noted was their CSP will be collecting plastic bags, egg cartons and gently used shoes at 
the January 8, donation drop off, in addition to donations for Saving Grace.  

Arts and Culture chairman, Miriam Blinne, spoke about the fun her CSP had at the Lighting of 
Wake Forest Christmas event, helping children write letters to Santa. They also collected 600 
signed cards for nursing home residents. This month they will begin a new activity with the 
Wake Forest Arts Guild.  

Treasurer’s Report       Acting Treasurer, Kathy Norris  

Kathy presented the Treasurer’s report, highlighting our balance as of 12/31/2021 was 
$29,758.30. Operating expenses included dues payments to GFWC, GFWC-NC and District VI; 
Storage Unit rental; website maintenance and name badges, totaling $2,785.23. Charitable 
Expenses included donations to the Cotton & Greeson-Johnson scholarships, Wreaths Across 
America and the Bake Sale at the WF Historical Museum, totaling $165. Charitable income from 
the Bake sale was $340.58.  

Corresponding Secretary’s Report   Corresponding Secretary Frances Sandoval  

A note was sent to Joy Shillingsburg, with a $200 donation for the food insecurity program she 
coordinates at Olive Branch Baptist Church. A note was also sent to Tammy Baldwin for her 
efforts with our club and wishing her well with her relocation; and to Anna and Amanda at the 
Town of WF for working with our club in 2021. We received a thank you from the Friends of 
Murdoch for our donation to their Operation Santa Project.  

“Way Back When”        Historian Sue Meehan  

From the Club’s historical records, Sue reported that on Saturday, February 16, 1985, the 
WFWC and the Junior Woman’s Club, hosted the 6th Annual District 14 Arts and Crafts show at 
the Wake Forest Baptist Church. About 250 women from Roanoke Rapids, Henderson, 
Jacksonville, Youngsville, Franklinton, Oxford, Louisburg, Creedmoor, Warrenton, and Wake 
Forest attended. The women brought winning entries from their local Arts Festivals to be 
judged at the district level. The Annual Arts festival was led by WFWC President Thelma Wright 
and Gretchen Wilkinson. Five women of the WFWC won blue ribbons for art works in oil, 
acrylic, watercolor, mixed media, graphics, and crafts. 70 entries were awarded blue ribbons, 
13 won red ribbons and 4 received white ribbons.  

District VI Arts Festival      Chairman Tracy Mahl  

Tracy introduced the committee members: Beth Dumproff, Glenda Grant, and Lynn Wiss. The 
event this year will again be virtual via Zoom on Saturday, February 19, 2022. The deadline for 
submissions is February 1, 2022.  
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Fundraising Committee      Chairman Tracy Mahl  

Tracy acknowledged the committee members, Elaine Incorvaia, Kathy Norris, Paula Johnson, 
and Charlotte Palko The income earned from the Poinsettia Sale was $687.84; we raised $43.00 
from the 50-50 Raffle; and our December Bake Sale earned $240. If the Town holds a similar 
Christmas event in 2022, our Club will look into moving our bake sale downtown on White 
Street, which had many more participants than at the Historical Museum. Tracy said she will 
explore the possibility of our participation as a “Meet in the Street” vendor if the Town decides 
to hold the event this May. 

Nomination Committee      President Tracy Mahl  

Tracy announced that this year’s Nominating Committee Chairman is Diane Hawkins, and 
committee members are Nancy Ruffin and Debbi Wood. They will present the names of the 
candidates for executive office positions for the next club year at the March meeting.  

Scholarship Committee   Co-chairmen Nancy Ruffin and Linda Johnson  

Linda reported that Information packets, including application forms and deadline information 
was sent to Wake Forest and Heritage high schools and Franklin Academy in November 2021. 
They plan to conduct applicant interviews on January 12, 2022. Applications for the Betty Ann 
Wilkinson scholarship at Wake Tech, will be sent out on February 12, 2022.  

Announcements       President Tracy Mahl  

Donation drop offs will begin again this Saturday, January 8, outside of the Community House 
beginning at 10 AM. Do not bring your CSP donations to in-person general meetings. 

The Club’s Crochet Community Service Project is set to kick off on Saturday, January 22, 2022, 
at the Crenshaw Hall Plantation Club House at 1009 Federal House Street, beginning at 9 AM to 
Noon.  

A Board of Director’s meeting is set for March 16, 2022, at 6:30 PM. Location is TBD.  

Birthday Tributes       President Tracy Mahl  

Club members celebrating birthdays this month are Barbara Doran, Elaine Incorvaia, Martha 
Loftin and BillieKay Roland. They were recognized and serenaded by the singing of Happy 
Birthday.  

Adjournment  

No further business being discussed, the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 PM. 

OFFICER OF THE BOARD: 

  

Salina Gary. Board Secretary 
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